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1.0 Introduction to Yaõaxch® 

 

1.1 Yaõaxch® Vision 

 

The Yaõaxch® Conservation Trust is a leader in the promotion of economically viable 

and ecologically sound development in southern Belize. 

 

1.2 Yaõaxch® Mission 

 

The Yaõaxch® Conservation Trust is a community-oriented organization which advances 

integrated landscape management for equitable development in southern Belize through 

sustainable land use management, strategic advocacy and awareness, and by supporting 

socially innovative and economically viable enterprise. 

 

1.3 Yaõaxch® Organizational Values 

 

Yaõaxch®é  

¶ has passion, dedication and commitment to its vision     

¶ has respect for ethnic and cultural diversity 

¶ is autonomous and objective 

¶ is gender inclusive 

¶ strives for ôopennessõ and transparency 

¶ values participation and collaboration 

¶ values holistic approaches 

¶ values being a proactive advocate 

¶ values professionalism 

 

1.4 Yaõaxch® Area of Geographical Focus 

 

Ya'axché strives for the social, ecological and economic sustainability of the Maya 
Golden Landscape (MGL) and its surrounding communities, an area that covers 

approximately 302,259 acres.  Yaõaxch® owns and manages the Golden Stream Corridor 

Preserve (GSCP), a 15,000 acre private protected area of rich forest along a natural 

corridor connecting the Maya Mountains with the Mesoamerican barrier reef 

ecosystem.  Together with the Belize Forest Department, Yaõaxch® co-manages the 

Belize Nature Reserve, 105,000 acres of pristine natural forest, considered to be one of 

the most biodiversity-rich and topographically unique areas within the Mesoamerican 

òbiodiversity hotspotó.  Ya'axch® plays a pivotal role in the effective management of 

Colombia River Forest Reserve, TIDE Private lands and Port Honduras Marine Reserve, 
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promotes the adoption of ôbest practicesõ to local communities and private landowners, 

and implements a landscape level sustainable development strategy.  Yaõaxch® has grown 

to become recognized as one of the leading conservation NGOs in Belize, and the first 

to implement an integrated landscape level sustainable development strategy.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


